, excluding the wandering albatross long-term 156 study colony at Macaroni Bay to which general entry is not permitted. Nests were located 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 were nests built for the current season, i.e. in November 2011, but had recently failed due to 
170
We recorded the height and largest and smallest diameters of each nest, and noted the 171 vegetation occurring on and surrounding the nest, the number of mouse burrows visible, and 172 distance from the coast. The nest material was searched by hand for caterpillars by 2-4 173 samplers, who completely dismantled the nest and searched all of the material for caterpillars.
174
No time limit was set on the search, which was typically completed in 1-2 hours, after which 175 the material was replaced to form an in situ mound. Caterpillars were placed in groups of ca. 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 and absolute minimum and maximum) were mostly significantly higher in occupied nests 232 compared to adjacent soils, and compared to abandoned nests and adjacent soils (Table I) .
233
After chicks had fledged (i.e. ~ December 2011 and January 2012), there were mostly no 234 significant differences in the monthly temperature parameters between these habitats ( Fig. 4) . Moreover, the coefficient of variation of caterpillar biomass 246 in new nests was lower than that found for fledged and old nests (Fig. 4) wandering albatrosses do serve as ecosystem engineers, although the magnitude of the effect 289 is likely to vary among individual nests.
290
The thermal ecosystem engineering hypothesis relies on increased temperatures 
306
We expect that these increased nest temperatures will lead to faster development of Table I . For each monthly temperature parameter, habitats which had significantly lower temperatures compared to occupied nests are shown.
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